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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4545 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: SIGNS OF SYRO-EGYPTIAN COOPERATION AT ARAB LEAGUE 
CONFERENCE 

WIDE RANGE OF DIPLOMATS AND SYRIAN OFFICIALS AT 
RECEPTION JULY 12 FOR DEPARTING POLISH AMBASSADOR ALL 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN AFP DISPATCH FROM CAIRO REPORTING 
KHADDAM AS HAVING ENDORSED FAHMY'S APPEAL FOR A MAJOR 
JOINT ARAB STRIKE FORCE TO ENTER LEBANON IMMEDIATELY. 

THIS WAS SEEN AS A NEW SIGN OF SYRO-EGYPTIAN COOPERATION. 
DEPUTY FONMIN SHAQRA SAID. HOWEVER. HE WAS UNEASY BECAUSE 
THE ARAB LEAGUE MEETING WAS TAKING LONGER THAN KHADDAM HAD 
PREDICTED WHEN HE LEFT DAMASCUS YESTERDAY MORNING. KHADDAM 
TRAVELED, SHAQRA NOTED, WITH SAUDI FONMIN SAUD IN THE 
LATTER'S PRIVATE PLANE TO CAIRO AND HAD EXPECTED TO RETURN 
TO DAMASCUS. AGAIN WITH SAUD, THE SAME DAY. THE PROLONGED 
AL DEBATES SUGGESTED TO SHAQRA THAT THE SCENARIO FORESEEN 
BY KHADDAM HAD NOT WORKED OUT. 
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